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P.0.Box 23, Diamond Harbour 8941

14/04/09

Submission to the Long term Community plan with regard to the Charteris Bay Water
and Wastewater Scheme.

I purchased land in Marine Drive Charteris Bay in 1968 and built on that land on 1970
occupying it ever since.

At that time the relevant agencies maintained water reticulation was “just around the
corner.” That was forty one years ago.

Since then Governors Bay has been reticulated as has Church Bay.

Efforts have been made to have Council reticulate Charteris Bay . I refer in particular to
the letter from geologist Mr Mark Yetton who highlighted the dangers of not doing so.

Concentrated efforts have been made since 2000 with strong indications from the Council
over that time that reticulation would happen with very positive indication from the then
Mayor of Banks Peninsula Mr Bob Parker at a meeting of Charteris Bay residents at the
Golf Club prior to the amalgamation of Banks Peninsula with Christchurch City.

The understanding by residents has been so strong in Charteris Bay that people have sold
houses in the city and moved permanently here in anticipation of reticulation.

This has further been reinforced in August 2008 by advice from Council Officer Mr Mike
Sheffield who advised that reticulation would commence in June 2009 and signage being
posted to that effect in Charteris Bay.

Very early this year a rumour circulated that the Council was reconsidering reticulation
of Charteris Bay. This incensed all residents including myself and my family. Since
then the rumour has been substantiated on the grounds that the project was going to cost
two much and that too much money had been spent on the Peninsula already. My
answer to those reasons would be as follows.

1. In the forty one years I have lived around Charteris Bay there has been no capital
expenditure in the Bay except an extention of the seal at the top of Bayview Road
many years ago.

2. 1t is not apparent how the Council has arrived at a costing when the project has
never been offered to tender.

Other Corporate organizations that I am associated with show that major projects are now
returning very competitive quotations due to the current financial climate.



In addition to the above we are being told that the harbour must be cleaned up first. The
outfall from the various treatment plants around the harbour is at least treated.

The outfall from the various ageing septic tank and other systems around Charteris Bay is
not treated. Many of these systems were installed after the second world war and have
clearly outlived their effective life.

A walk around the district shows leaking systems especially after rain. This then
becomes a health and safety issue which cannot be ignored.

At the recent Charteris Bay Residents Meetings there have been record attendances which
reflect the great concern residents have for the proposed delay in the reticulation.

There is no question in anyone’s minds that there was intent on behalf of the Council to
commence reticulation of Charteris Bay in 2009. There is a strong belief that if this is not
to be that the residents have been betrayed.

I would request the opportunity to discuss my submission at the hearings in May.
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