
COUNCIL 26. 7. 2012 
 

11. 69 ARMAGH STREET – PROPOSED OFF STREET COUNCIL OPERATED PARKING FACILITY 
 

General Manager responsible: General Manager, City Environment Group, DDI 941-8608 
Officer responsible: Unit Manager, Transport and Greenspace 
Author: Stephen Hughes, Traffic Engineer – Community and Kevin Warwood, Parking Business 

Manager 
 
 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
 1. The purpose of this report is seek Council approval for the establishment and operation of an 

off-street Council operated parking facility at 69 Armagh Street. 
 
 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 2. As a result of the removal of an earthquake damaged building, the parcel of land identified as  

Lot 1 DP 413237 at 69 Armagh Street has been made available to the Council for use as car 
parking (refer Attachment 1). 

 
 3. Many car parking facilities in the Central City were  damaged or are inside the Red Zone and 

unavailable for parking.  These include the Town Hall, Farmers, and Rydges Car Parks with a 
total of 957 car parking spaces being currently unusable.  The property at 69 Armagh Street is 
the first opportunity to replace some of those car parking spaces. 

 
 4. The property totals 1022 square metres and is relatively close to above mentioned car parking 

buildings. It is also in that part of the Central City where the Council has retained the authority to 
resolve ‘road’ matters. (Refer Attachment 2 and Attachment 3).  Off road public car parks are 
a ‘road’ matter. 

 
 5. As this property has been made available to the Council on a three year lease with option for 

two year extension the Corporate Support Unit Manager has the delegated authority to approve 
it.  There is a three month ‘development out’ clause available to both parties. There is space on 
the property for the parking of 34 ‘normal’ sized cars.  

 
 6. Organisations in the area have contacted the Council enquiring about public and private parking 

facilities.  They include the District Court who have been seeking both public and long term 
(monthly) reserved parking for staff and the public. This property can provide parking for both 
groups. 

 
 7. The demand for casual and reserved parking will change as streets, areas and parking facilities 

are opened up.  Therefore it is important that staff are able to change the ratio of casual to 
reserved parking to meet the evolving demand.  It is proposed that the casual car parking apply 
on a 24 hour, seven day a week basis, with long term reserved parking spaces applying from 
6am to 8pm Monday to Friday.  This will minimise the impact that long term (monthly) parkers 
have on the car parks operations by limiting their claim on a space to weekday hours only. 

 
 8. At a Council meeting on 10 June 2011, it was resolved that the General Manager City 

Environment and the General Manager Corporate Services be given the delegation to set fees 
for off-street Council owned or operated “at ground” parking areas at between $0 to $25 per day 
or part thereof.  The parking fees that will apply in this location will be set in accordance with 
that delegation. 

 
 9. For the Council to take up this opportunity and to legally enforce parking restrictions in this car 

park, Clause 5 of the Christchurch City Council Traffic and Parking Bylaw 2008 (refer 
Attachment 4) requires that the Council resolve: 

 
 (a) 69 Armagh Street as a restricted parking area being a Council operated public car park. 
 
 (b) Parking restrictions for disabled parking. 
 
 (c) The types of parking control, i.e. parking meters and monthly charging. 

Note
Please refer to the Council's minutes for the decision.
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 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 10. It is estimated that it will cost $10,000 over three years to set up and maintain the surfacing, 

signage, markings and other parking infrastructure required to make this car park operational. 
 
 11. It is calculated that the above costs will be recouped within six months at 58 per cent 

occupancy. 
 
 Do the Recommendations of this Report Align with 2009-19 LTCCP budgets? 
 
 12. As above. 
 
 LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

Have you considered the legal implications of the issue under consideration? 
 
 13. Clause 5(1) of the Christchurch City Council Traffic and Parking Bylaw 2008 provides for the 

Council by resolution to set aside any road or part of any road, or any other area controlled by 
the Council, as a restricted parking area. Clause 5(2) then provides that the Council may include 
by resolution any condition that it determines.  These conditions include restrictions and the 
method of parking control in car parks. 

 
 14. Once resolved as a restricted parking area, Council parking enforcement officers will be able to 

enforce parking restrictions in the usual manner by way of issuing infringement notices.  
 
 15. As this lease is for less than five years and less than $50,000 per annum, the Corporate 

Support Unit Manager has the delegated authority to approve it. (See page 53 Register of 
Delegations.) 

 
 ALIGNMENT WITH LTCCP AND ACTIVITY MANAGEMENT PLANS 
 
 16. Aligns with the Streets and Transport activities by contributing to the Council’s Community 

Outcomes-Safety and Community and Parking. 
 
 Do the recommendations of this report support a level of service or project in the 2009-19 LTP? 
 
 17. The above proposal can be used to provide safe, accessible parking to support the economic 

revitalisation of the city by encouraging people into the Central City and allow access to their 
places of employment in accordance with the Council’s Parking Activity Management Plan. 

 
 ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIES 
 
 18. The recommendations align with the Council Strategies including the current Parking Strategy. 
 
 Do the recommendations align with the Council’s Strategies? 
 
 19. As above. 
 
 CONSULTATION FULFILMENT 
 
 20. There has been no public consultation on this proposal. 
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 STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
 It is recommended that the Council resolve the following: 
 
 (a) That, in accordance with clause 5(1) of the Christchurch City Council Traffic and Parking Bylaw 

2008, Lot 1 DP 413237 at 69 Armagh Street be approved as a restricted parking area and be a 
Council operated car parking facility. 

 
 (b) That, in accordance with clause 5(2) of the Christchurch City Council Traffic and Parking Bylaw 

2008; 
 
 (i) Two parking spaces restricted for the use of disabled motorists be installed at the car 

parking facility; and 
 
 (ii) The remaining parking spaces be divided between casual and long term (monthly) 

parking with the ratio of each to be determined and adjusted by the Parking Business 
Manager according to demand; 

 
 (iii) This is a Pay and Display area. 
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