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10. PLAN CHANGE 43 BELFAST PARK – FINAL APPROVAL 
 

General Manager responsible: General Manager Strategy and Planning, DDI 941 8281 
Officer responsible: Programme Manager, District Planning 
Author: David Punselie, Assistant Planner 

 
 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
 1. This report seeks Council approval to make operative the changes to the City Plan introduced 

by an Environment Court decision on Plan Change 43.  All appeals are now settled. 
 
 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 2. Private Plan Change 43 (PC 43) was requested by Belfast Park Ltd and Tyrone Estates Ltd.  

The request sought to rezone approximately 64 hectares of land from Rural 3 to Living G 
(East Belfast), to provide for mixed-density residential development (up to 650 residential 
households), a small local neighbourhood shopping centre and amenity improvements. 
Amendments to the City Plan provisions in relation to a strip of the adjoining Business 5 zoned 
land were also proposed. 

 
 3. The plan change site is located to the east of the former CFM Freezing Works site and 

Main North Railway Line and largely to the west of the Northern Arterial Motorway Designation 
and Kaputone Stream.  Belfast Road bounds the site to the north and Thompsons Road to the 
south.  A map showing the location of the site is included at page 65 of the attached 
Environment Court decision (Attachment 1).  The area is identified in Chapter 12A of the 
Regional Policy Statement (RPS) as an area for future urban development within the City over 
the next 30 years. 

 
 4. Commissioner Leigh McGregor conducted a hearing over four days in July 2010.  Her report 

recommended that the plan change be approved with modification and her recommendation 
was adopted by the Council on 16 December 2010.  

 
 5. Three appeals against the Council’s decision were lodged with the Environment Court.  These 

appeals sought relief including: 
 

• deletion of staging requirements 
• deletion of the provisions which limited the number of sites to be developed until the 

completion of both a pedestrian and cycle railway crossing and an upgrade of 
Blakes Road 

• inclusion of provisions to ensure the site is developed at a minimum density of 15 
households per hectare with a maximum site size to ensure this density is achieved 

• that the plan change be declined or alternatively that increased buffer zones be created 
between the proposed Living G zone and the boundaries of adjoining land zoned for 
industrial activities. 

 
 6. Environment Court mediation took place in August 2011.  As a result of this mediation, 

settlement of two appeals covering the first three bullet points above was proposed and the 
terms of this settlement were approved by the District Plan Appeals Subcommittee and the 
Council in August and September 2011.  A hearing of the third appeal (covering the matters in 
the fourth bullet point above) commenced on 21 November 2011.  Before the completion of the 
hearing the parties advised the Court that an agreement had been reached that would settle the 
appeal.  The District Plan Appeals Subcommittee agreed to the terms of this agreement on 
24 November 2011 and the Environment Court subsequently issued a decision on 
20 December 2011 that incorporated the agreed terms of settlement of the three appeals.  A 
copy of the Court’s decision is attached. 

 
 7. As the matter is now beyond challenge the Council can take the necessary steps to make 

operative the changes introduced by Plan Change 43. 
 

 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 8. There are no direct financial implications. 



COUNCIL 23. 2. 2012 
 
10 Cont’d 
 
 Do the Recommendations of this Report Align with 2009-19 LTCCP budgets?  
 
 9. The recommendation will not impose on the LTCCP budgets. 
 
 LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
 10. The recommendation in this report is for the Council to take the procedural step to make 

operative the changes introduced by the Environment Court’s decision on Plan Change 43.  The 
Resource Management Act 1991 requires that, following the closing of the appeal period and 
the resolution of any appeals, the Council must formally approve the changes to the plan under 
clause 17 of Schedule 1 before the plan change becomes operative on a date that is nominated 
in a public notice of the Council’s approval.  This plan change has reached the stage where it 
can be made operative. 

 
 Have you considered the legal implications of the issue under consideration?  
 
 11. As above. 
 
 ALIGNMENT WITH LTCCP AND ACTIVITY MANAGEMENT PLANS 
 
 12. Aligns with District Plan Activity Management Plan. 
 
 Do the recommendations of this report support a level of service or project in the 2009-19 

LTCCP? 
 
 13. Yes.  Supports the project of processing plan changes in compliance with statutory processes 

and time frames. 
 
 ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIES 
 
 14. Aligns with the Greater Christchurch Urban Development Strategy. 
 
 Do the recommendations align with the Council’s strategies? 
 
 15. Yes. 
 
 CONSULTATION FULFILMENT 
 
 16. Approval of changes to the District Plan under clause 17 of Schedule 1 to the Resource 

Management Act 1991 is a procedural step that does not require consultation. 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the Council: 
 
 (a) Approve, pursuant to clause 17(2) of the Resource Management Act 1991, the changes to the 

District Plan introduced by the decision of the Environment Court on Plan Change 43  - 
Belfast Park.  

 
 (b) Authorise the General Manager, Strategy and Planning to determine the date on which the 

changes introduced by Plan Change 43 become operative. 
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