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1.0 APOLOGIES 
 
 
2.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - 12 MAY 2008  
 
 
 The minutes of the Committee’s meeting held on 12 May 2008 are attached. 
 
 These minutes were presented to the Akaroa Wairewa Community Board’s Ordinary Meeting on 19 

June 2008 and were dealt with as follows: 
 
 The Board resolved to receive the report of the Akaroa Design & Appearance Advisory Committee 

meeting held on 12 May 2008, and to ratify the recommended schedule of meetings for the 
Committee, as follows: 

 
 Monday 12 May 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
 Monday 9 June 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
 Monday 7 July 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
 Monday 11 August 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
 Monday 8 September 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
 Monday 13 October 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
 Monday 10 November 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
 Monday 8 December 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
 
 The Board shared the Committee’s concerns about the proliferation of non-compliant signage around 

Akaroa and noted that the new bylaws should make it easier for staff to control these illegal activities. 
 
 The Board decided to ask for a report from staff on the extent of the illegal signage in the Board area 

and the means by which the problem could be addressed. 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
 That the minutes of the Akaroa Design and Appearance Advisory Committee meeting held on 12 May 

2008 be confirmed. 
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AKAROA DESIGN & APPEARANCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE                        
 

General Manager responsible: Peter Mitchell, Regulation & Democracy Services 

Officer responsible: Kent Wilson, Planner, Environmental Policy and Approvals Unit 

Author: Liz Carter, Community Board Adviser  

 
 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
 The purpose of this report is to submit the outcomes of the Akaroa Design & Appearance Advisory 

Committee meeting held on Monday 12 May 2008. 
 
 The meeting was attended by Committee members: 
 
 Stewart Miller - Chairman Akaroa-Wairewa Community Board 
 Eric Ryder  - Akaroa-Wairewa Community Board member 
 Victoria Andrews - Akaroa Civic Trust 
 Lynda Wallace - Akaroa-Wairewa Community Board nominee 
 John Davey - Consultant (Architect) 
    
 Also in attendance were:  
 
  Kent Wilson - Planner, Environmental Policy & Approvals Unit 
 Nathan O’Connell - Planner, Environmental Policy & Approvals Unit 
 David Margetts - Historic Places Trust 
 Jenny Hughey - Community Board Adviser  
    
  
 1. APOLOGIES 
 
 An apology for lateness was received and accepted from John Davey. 
  
 2. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN  
 

 Stewart Millar was appointed chairman for this meeting. 
  
 3.  REPORT OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
  
  The Committee received the report of the meeting held on 18 September 2007, subject to the 

following amendment: 
 
  Page 1, Item 3.1 – Delete the words “or voted on the resolution relating to the plans” 
 
   It was noted that both Ms Andrews and Ms Wallace had an interest in this matter, as 

members of the Akaroa Museum Board, and Ms Wallace also as the Akaroa Museum 
Director.  Neither took part in the analysis of the plans presented or voted on the 
resolution relating to the plans. 

 
   Page 2, Item 3.1 – Delete “approved” Insert “supported” 
 
   The Committee resolved that the Akaroa Museum plan be approved supported, but that 

the applicants be asked to consider the points noted by the Committee…… 
 
 

4. ADOPTION OF SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
 
 The Committee resolved to recommend to the Akaroa-Wairewa Community Board that its  

schedule of meetings for 2008 be as follows: 
 
  Monday 12 May 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
  Monday 9 June 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
  Monday 7 July 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
  Monday 11 August 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
  Monday 8 September 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
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  Monday 13 October 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
  Monday 10 November 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
  Monday 8 December 2008 Akaroa Service Centre 10.00am 
 
 5. COMMUNITY BOARD ADVISER’S UPDATE 
 

 The matters of Committee membership and the Standing Orders that apply to the Committee, 
were deferred until the June meeting. 

 
 
 6. PLANS TO CONSIDER 
  
 6.1  Extension to Dwelling – B & K Gemmell, 16 William Street 
 

  Mrs Gemmell addressed the meeting. She spoke to the plans and pointed out some 
specific elements relating to the proposed extension, including: 

 
• Main aim of the extension is to provide extra space for the family  
• The extension design is in keeping with the existing structure of the house 
• Double glazing has been included to keep noise down 
• The front of the house is to be painted and the gutter replaced. 
• Windows will remain the same 
• Landscaping of the front yard will include tar sealing the existing parking area 

 
  The Committee agreed that the following matters need to be checked and considered in 

relation to the design: 
 

• A change in the roof line by including a valley gutter would mean that the roof line fits 
in more with the existing house structure 

• The degree to which the proposed extension results in the building exceeding the 
allowable percentage of the section coverage, should be checked by staff. This is 
important in relation to altering the character of an area, which can result if houses are 
allowed to exceed the planned level of site coverage.  

• The height level of the proposed extension should be checked by staff. 
• Preference to have a colour scheme in line with neutral colours in keeping with 

heritage of local area. 
• Landscaping of the front parking area with tar seal may mean loss of amenity in that 

area. 
 

  The Committee resolved to advise the applicant: 
 
    (a) That the roof line be altered to make it fit in better with the existing roof line. 
 
     (b) That consideration be given to a colour scheme based on heritage colours related 

to the age of the house, in keeping with the heritage of the local area. 
 
     (c) That consideration be given to the local street amenity when landscaping at the 

front of the property for car parking. 
 
 
 6.2  Signage – Black Cat Group Limited – Proposed Extension – 61 Beach Road 
 
  Mr Paul Bingham, Director of the Black Cat Group Limited, addressed the meeting. He 

spoke on the application for signage approval and pointed out the intentions of his 
business in constructing the signage in the manner shown in the attached photographs, 
including; 

 
• There is only one garden around the fibreglass Hectors dolphins mounted in front of 

the shop rather than two as shown in the photos because two blocked foot traffic to 
the shop. 

• The new signs are a vast visual improvement on the previous ones and that was one 
of the intentions behind the new signs. 
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• The signs were erected prior to Christmas 2007 followed by this present retrospective 

application lodged with Council. 
• A willingness to adjust the sign and window dressing in light of the Committee 

comments 
 

  Staff and committee members raised several matters regarding the signs, as follows: 
 

• This is a retrospective consent and it therefore does not mean that the Council 
approves of the signs in their present form. 

• The amount of signage exceeds the allowable standard.  
• The signs dominate the buildings and this goes against the intent of the plan. 
• The signs must be assessed on their merits on a case by case basis 
• There are rules to protect Akaroa and large signs do not fit in with these rules. 
• Signs need to be viewed in the spirit of the registered historic area. 
• The cumulative effect of the signs on the building and the surrounding area is the crux 

of the matter which must be balanced. 
• The dolphins in front of the business generally enhanced the building and the space in 

front of it. 
 

  Staff apologised to the applicant that his company had not been notified earlier that 
Council staff had concerns about the nature of the signage proposed.  Staff advised the 
applicant that the views of this Committee would be referred for professional 
consideration, to the planner preparing the resource consent report. 

 
  Staff advised the Committee that under the RMA, Council must consider the effect of the 

matter under consideration and that in their view, in this instance the cumulative effect of 
the signs is more than a minor effect. The signs exceed the standard which results in an 
unsettling balance; the signs are too dominant for the size of the building. Further, this is 
a prominent building on the waterfront  which sets a tone that is different from other 
buildings on the waterfront because of the proposed signage.  The signage would appear 
to be inconsistent with that part of the Akaroa Design Guidelines relating to signage. 

 
  The Committee resolved to suggest to the applicant that the sign proposal be revisited 

with a view to achieving the following outcomes: 
 
     (a) The sign on the building should comply with the requirements under the district 

plan. 
 
     (b) The red band across the adjacent business premises should be removed. 
 
     (c) Consideration be given to reducing the size of the window display. 
 
 6.3 Akaroa Wharf – Black Cat Group Limited - Proposed Extension 
 
  Mr Paul Bingham Director of the Black Cat Group Limited, addressed the meeting. He 

spoke to the proposed extension, highlighting the following features which his company 
has addressed following the previous suggestions made by this Committee. 

 
• The colour scheme had been changed from the architects original design 
• The roof line has been altered 
• That the designer considers the windows should remain as horizontal 
• With regard to the set backs his view is that will make little difference to the visual 

effect of the overall building 
 

  The Committee made the following comments: 
 

• Expressed appreciation and congratulations to  the Black Cat Group Limited on the 
efforts taken to address the Committees previous concerns. 

• One committee member expressed ongoing concerns about the visual effect of the 
set back of the building and the fact that the wharf is an important structure in the 
townscape, whilst another member expressed the view that the set back idea would 
have negligible impact on the overall visual effect of the building 
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• The view was expressed that with the business expanding up the wharf, the wharf 
area would become a little less friendly to visitors, but that what has been achieved 
with the changes so far, has been worthwhile. 

• Treatment of front elevation of the building with the cedar panels provides a pleasing 
balance to the visual effect of the building. 

 
 

  The Committee could not reach a consensus on this application, but asked that staff write 
to the applicant outlining the following points: 

 
 (a) There is still some concern about the visual effect to the wharf, due to the lack of 

set back with the proposed extension. 
 
 (b) That the Black Cat Group be commended for the measures taken to meet the 

previous considerations raised by the committee, in particular the pleasing effect 
that the front elevation has achieved with the proposed cedar panels and the 
change in the colour scheme. 

 
 

 7.  COMMITTEE MEMBERS EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
 
 7.1  Signs  
 

  Victoria Andrews raised the matter of the general condition of signs. She circulated 
photographs showing signs around the area. The photographs showed examples of 
signs encroaching around corners, glass barriers containing business logos, and a 
proliferation of signage all over Akaroa. She spoke of the need to ensure that all signs 
complied with the district plan and other Council requirements. She expressed the view 
that sign guidelines should be distributed to all businesses in Akaroa and the benefits 
that could be gained by conducting a general education programme. She tabled 
photographs of the signs in Arrowtown, as an example of how visually enhancing signage 
could be achieved. 

 
  The Committee resolved to recommend to the Akaroa-Wairewa Community Board that it 

request a report from staff regarding signage in Akaroa, in particular focusing on which 
signs are non-compliant 

 
 

 The meeting closed at 12.25 pm. 
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3.0 COMMUNITY BOARD ADVISER’S UPDATE  
 
 3.1 Standing Orders 
 
 3.2 Signage in Akaroa 
 
 The Community Board Adviser will speak to these two issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0 PLANS TO CONSIDER 
 

4.1 New Dwelling - Mr and Mrs J. Ryder - 91 Beach Road 
  

Attached is documentation on the proposed new dwelling at 91 Beach Road, Akaroa. 
 
Mr Kerry Mason, Architect for the applicants will be in attendance at the meeting. 
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4. PLANS TO CONSIDER - continued 
 
  4.2 Garage and Bridge - Westpark Estates Ltd. - Lot 2, 91 Beach Road  
 
 Attached is documentation on the proposed bridge and garage to be erected on Lot 2 of a 

subdivision of 91 Beach Road, Akaroa.   The resource consent for the subdivision has been 
granted.  

 
 The Advisory Committee previously viewed these plans at its meeting held 18 September 

2007.   An extract from those minutes is attached for members information.  
 
 Please note that the garage plan shows a bridge, however that is for illustrative purposes 

only, the bridge design being applied for is in the separate plans. 
 
 The applicant, Mr Brian Gillman will be attending the meeting. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE 

AKAROA DESIGN AND APPEARANCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
18 SEPTEMBER 2007 

 
 
3.2 WESTPARK ESTATES LIMITED - 91 BEACH ROAD 
 
  Ms Cathy Begley of Davie, Lovell-Smith Ltd. was in attendance along with Mr Dan Ward, the 

architect for the project.  They pointed out details relating to the proposal: 
 
   Environment Canterbury have approved bridge structure crossing Aylmers Stream. 
   Applicant needs garage and boatpark to house vehicles off-street. 
   Proposed buildings are under the 35% site coverage criteria. 
   Extensive landscaping is proposed for stream bank. 
   Protected trees along Bruce Terrace will be retained. 
   Boulders have already been placed on stream bank for structural safety. 
   Design shows a tight recession plane to neighbours building. 
   Building designed to parody past, not replicate it. 
   Buildings will be located behind very dense plantings, making them barely visible from 

street.  
   Bridge is over 1 metre above the stream bed so has to comply with building code. 
 
 
  The Committee had some questions and concerns regarding the proposal: 
 
   Is there an intention to remove any trees? 
   Bridge is most significant element of the proposal. 
   Concern over stone columns on bridge – makes the structure look more substantial. 
   Structures should be as informal as possible in what is an uncivilised area. 
   Proposal uses public space for private purposes. 
   Concern that proposal will affect the character and amenity values of the Akaroa Historic 

Area – Captain Bruce Cottage plus 2 other historic cottages in close proximity. 
   Question need for bridge when access is available from Beach Road. 
   Concern at affect on what is now a “pristine riparian corridor”. 
   Akaroa Historic Area is not mentioned in assessment of effects in application. 
   Neighbouring bridge is important historical feature – recorded as number 

one bridge in Canterbury. 
 
   Existing natural area would be changed to appear formal and private. 
   Suggested two windows on garage would appear better than one.   
 
   It was noted by Mr Sharp that when considering the resource consent application, Council 

would have to consider whether a 20 metre esplanade strip would be required.  If that were the 
case there would be limited space left in which to erect these buildings. 

 
   Generally the Committee accepted the design of the garage and boatpark, particularly if 

planting were carried out as indicated on the landscaping plan, however the Committee had 
serious concerns about the proposal for a bridge.  Members did not accept the need for a 
bridge and were unhappy with the design presented.  It was felt that the bridge as proposed 
would result in a major intrusion into an important historic precinct. 

 
   The Committee also expressed concern that Environment Canterbury had approved the 

resource consent application for the bridge without consulting the Council, which members felt 
should have been treated as an affected party in the consent process. 
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4. PLANS TO CONSIDER - continued 
 
  4.3 Alteration to Dwelling - Ms J. Martin - 70 Rue Balguerie 
 
 Attached is documentation for the proposed alterations to dwelling at 70 Rue Balguerie. 
 
 Ms Martin is overseas at the present time.  Her architect Sir Miles Warren has been invited 

to attend to speak to this application. 
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4. PLANS TO CONSIDER - continued 
 
  4.4 Alteration to Dwelling - Heartland Centre - 39 Rue Lavaud 
 

Attached is documentation on the proposed alterations to the dwelling at 39 Rue Lavaud, 
Akaroa. 
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4.0 PLANS TO CONSIDER - continued 
 

4.5 Proposed Bus Shelter for Place de la Poste 
 
 Attached is a proposal from Council staff for a bus shelter to be erected in Place de la 

Poste.  Documentation on a design for the shelter is also attached. 
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5.0 COMMITTEE MEMBERS EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
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