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Steam Tug Lyttelton

The Stmm Tisg Lyttelton aﬁérs a rare,.
glimpse into New Zealand's maritime: -
history — a time w/;en coal was kmg and
steam ruled the seas. '

'In 1989 the Lytteiton ofﬁcmliy bccame thc
- property of.the Tug Lyttelton Preservatxon
city of Christchurch: Dr Hammersley-. - Society, when she was sold by the Port of
imported. the first pair of Belgian Barge =+ . Chnstchurch for the: nonuml sum oF $L.
dogs, Sir Ernest Slmckleton arrived on. the L g
Nimrod from London via Cape Town and o The. ST LY“"-I‘O“ was budt in 1907 at;
Glasgow, on the Clyde, Scotland by -

the port’s largest ever crowd, As.ayoung .
man, Irishiman Eenaest Shackleton had ﬁrqt S che Ferguson BEother\. She made the -
20, 000kms j journey ro her new home: port

- travelled to Anrarcnca with Scott but he

had suffered badly on chat expedmon and’

- was invalided our, On 23 September-190777°
he was back to try again, The new steam =
Tug Lyttelton welcomed Shackleton with
his own cxpedition‘on Nimrod. Some fifty .
thousand came down. to see him depart oh

. his epic voyage to Antarcticai On the 1Tch - -
" Seprember The Lyttelton H.albour Board '
took delivery of it’s new tug, whu:h had
made the 20,000 kllomctrc ~voyage from the-

- Clyde under her own steam. It was notedis
in The Pression \chnesday Seprember: 1 1
1907 that the tug. had cost £13 980

The lacter part of 1907 was a. mcmorabie
time ta be at Lytrelton, the port of the "

. stopping off in A]glers, Port Said, ‘Aden,
=« Colombos Fremantle ami Melbourne -

" hefore ﬁnally arnvmg in Lyttelton on: 10
September 1907. :

: _The Lyttelton was puc to work in the
o harbour, movmg can and. guldmg bigger

 vessels into and, out of the. port, When

: ‘fWorld War u broke out; she'was, armed wsth
S a-machine gun (whlch was lost overboard)
.. and depth- charges and began her tour of -

b -duty w:th thc Royal New Zealand Navy

RS g
o Afrer the war: thc Lyttclton was rcﬁttcd
7 and: teturned’ to commercm] work until: o
11970, wheu she was retired from service. "
" In the absence of an immcdlatc buyer, the
L Tug Lyttelton Preservation Society was.
" formed and, in 1972, they took over Lhc
'_.prcscrvatmn, malntcnance and opcranon “of:.
o theTugasa rourist astraction. In’ 1973, after
" more than 2749 hours of work by an afmy of
e dcdlcated volunteers, the ST Lyttelton began®
- her new career asa passenger stcamer.

_I"ﬁ 199i thc Lyttc!ton officially became the

. Society when she was sold by the Port of -
8 ;E_Chmtchurch for the rmmmai sum of $1

3 jThese days this. grand old lady of the sea:
L spends her-Sunday af{emoons in’ summer - :
S takmg visitors for cruises in: the harbour._ o

' As the oldest. of enly’ workmg stean’ tugs in:

in New’ Zealand, unéel her own’ steam, Dy

. '.-'f-_of the _portwho offers her passcngers more
o than just a boat nde — atrip'on the ST~

" :Enstory of New Zeaiand

property of the Tug Lytrelton Preservatlon

New: Zealand, sheis 2 much ioved fcaturc

Lytrelton is.a journey into thc marmme

Backgmund

Built 1907 by the Messzs.
Ferguson Brothers in the
Newatk Shipyard at Porc
Glasgow

Yard Number 174

Displacement 292 gross registered tons
Length 124 feet or 38.10 metres
Beam 25 feet or 7.65 metres

Draft 12 feet or 3.505 metres
Propulsion Single bailer twe compound

steam engines each driving a
fixed pitch propeller

Previous Name Canterbury (1907-1911)




