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Submission to the Annual Plan 2008

Thank vou for allowing us 0 fax in oul submission today, We tried to originally submit through
your website service on 2| Aprik butit seems that even afor 3 attempts, the text didn't seem to go
through. There mipht be an issue with your online form on your wehsite.

Also. we do not wixh 1w speak (o onr submission.

Best regards

<

Christoph weh, ~/'L_,1
Manager -

St Albans Commun) ty Centre
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Submission to the  Draft Annual Plan

The St Albans Residents' Assaciation would like to submit following comments 1o the Draft Annual Plan:

A) Proposed 4% increasc in rent for Comneil wnants

1. At its mecting en Margh 27th the City Council resnlved 1o increase rents for tenants in Council housing by
24%. We object strongly (0 an increase o this size.

2.We cansider that the Council’s recent decision should be set aside and that 1the rental income from housing
should be thu( set out in the raft Annual Plan 2008-09. page 29, where the budgeted totl rents are stated as
$12.924m.

3.We inderstand that total rents of $12.9245m are ah inerease ol about 2.5%. We do not abjeel to such an
increase beeause we recognise it costs far Maintenance arce increasing,

4. We object very strongly 1o the proposed increase of 24%, because:

(NTenants, residents and ratepayers had no wirning thal the Council was considering an unprecedented rent
increase until @ day or two before the Couneil meeting on 27th March,

(ii)The Council’s Sacial Housing Strategy (Junc 2007} did not indicate that (he condilion of the housing
stock would require a huge rennt increase within a year.

(iii)The Council's Lony term Community Plan 2006-2016 indicated rent increascs of only about 2.5% a
yedr.

(iv)Using rent from tenants to build a fund af 334m by 2015 is a new palicy on which people should be
consulted. in accordance with the Local Government Act and the City Couneil’s own policy.

5.We urge the Council to rescind its decision of March 27th to increase rents by 24% and 10 keep to the
renfal income set vut in the Draft Annual Plan with 4 rent increase ol abour 2,5%.

B) Wiler
The availability of clean drinking water will be a big issue in fulure years. We feel that the council has some
responsibility to provide wols to enable residents (o monitor and madify their water usage behaviour.

We reconunend that residents’ water merers 1o be read al Jeast once a quarler and notiticalion sent oot us of

amount and tow/mediwm/high usage. This is (0 enable residents to ger an idea of their water usage and how
they compare to the average usage per household in the eity.,

€) Submission Process and Draft Annual Plan

We have noticed that the Drddt Annual Plan is very difticult to read for the averge resident and for most
representdtives of community organisations. While the Drafl Annual Plan in the current form provldes a lot
of detailed information, (he average resident is virtually exeluded from making any meaningful submissions
because of the complexity ol the document.

We would like Lo request that in addition 1o the detailed Heecounts, statistics and aceounting and financiyl
policies an easily readable introduction is provided. The document should be wrilten in aceessible language
and should enable residents to get an overview. but alse give them the opportunity 1o pinpoing specific issues
ol inferest they might want to commen( on,




